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Development of IT Industry in China in the New Age
JIANG Zemin

Abstract: The article explains the role and future trend of I T industry, and states that information technol-
ogy represented by the internet and computers has brought about the third industrial revolutionin history.
An important impetusfor economic growth in modern times, the I T industry has greatly promoted sustain-
able development and is profoundly changing mankind' s way of life and production. In discussng the de-
velopment trend of world IT industry, the article suggests that with potential new breakthroughsin IT
technology , the trend of agglomeration and integration of industries has become increas ngly obvious, com-
petition of intellectual properties and strandardsisintensfying and ubiquitous networksistaking shape. It
pointsout that China should bring into better play the role of IT industry as an“ amplifier” in economic
growth, & trandormer” in development mode and & propeller” inindustrial upgrading. It isimportant to
follow a policy that emphasizes indepandent innovation, market-driven approach, open and compatible
technologies, integrated and comprehensive application, and serving both military and civil purposes, so
that a quantum leap of IT industry will be achieved. China should advance industrialization with I T techn-
ologles and promote the IT industry in the course of industrialization in an effort to build an I T industry
with Chinese characteristics. Greater efforts should be made to develop such core sectors as microelectron-
ics, computer , software, key components and materials, as well as sectors with international competitive-
ness, including broadband mobile communication, next-generation network and information services. Con-
tinued improvement should be made in the policies guiding the development of IT industry with a view to
making China a country with a strong I T industry by 2020.
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Tab.4 Satigtics of global internet users, cell phone users, email accounts, e-<ervices, and e -commerce
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
/ 4.91 6.18 7.17 8.54 10.21 10.96 13.20
/ 9.64 11.67 14.12 17.58 21.62 26.59 33.00
/ 6.7 8.0 9.5 10.8 13.0 15.2 19.9
/ 15 057 16 240 18 654 21 924 22 627 — —
( )/ 10 800 15 100 17 060 20 510 25 790 29 370 —

1.5
1.6

:Internet World Stats, Internet Teleconr

munication Union

:Internet Telecommunication Union

:UN Commodity Trade Statistics Database

:U. S, CensusBureau
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Tab.5 PCT patent application in thefield of 1T !
() : :
2002 2006 )

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 | % !

1 5391 6057 6075 6718 7322 35.8 !
2 11167 10821 10441 11674 13478  20.7 !
3 11096 9916 9535 11026 13428 21.0

4 3612 4051 4109 4727 6034 67.1 !

31266 30845 30160 34 145 40262 28.8 !

6 PCT ' '
Tab.6 Comparison of PCT patent applicationsin IT : )
in China, US, Japan and EU )

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 ) )

17246 15721 14395 14953 14525 14 077 16 427 )
11927 12508 12082 12207 12016 12845 12549 )
4525 4994 5934 7288 8658 11031 11 250 )
221 303 478 723 1078 1075 1853 )
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